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MEMORANDUM ON THE PROVISIONS OF THE PHARMACY AND 
POISONS ACT, 1933, AFFECTING SHOPS OTHER THAN 


CHEMISTS’ SHOPS. 


The law relating to the control of poisons is necessarily complicated, and 
the following memorandum is, therefore, issued with a view to assisting shop- 
keepers, other than authorised sellers of poisons”, to ascertain the main require- 
ments of the law which may apply to their business. 

THE PHARMACY AND POISONS ACT, 1933. 

1. Parts II and III of the Pharmacy and Poisons Act, 1933, considerably 
revise the law relating to the sale, supply, storage and transport of poisons. 
The Act establishes a Poisons Board with the duty of preparing a list of the ~ 
substances to which the Act is to apply. This list (the Poisons List) +, con- 
firmed by the Home Office, is divided into two Parts; in Part I are those 
substances, the sale of which is restricted to the premises of authorised sellers 
of poisons and in Part II are those poisons in common use, which may be 
sold from the premises of listed sellers of Part II poisons, i-e., persons regis- 
tered with the local authority for the purpose, as well as from the premises 
of authorised sellers of poisons. Rules are made by the Home Office under 
Section 23 of the Act in regard to the sale, supply, storage, transport, etc., 
of poisons, after consultation with or on the recommendation of the Poisons 


Board. 
CHANGES IN THE LAW. 


2. The Act, together with the Rules made under itt, comes into full effect 
on Ist May, 1936, and replaces all the existing legislation relating to the 
sale, etc., of poisons, which is repealed. 


For the benefit of those who are familiar with the existing law, it may be 
of interest to describe the principal changes effected in so far as concerns 
shopkeepers who are not authorised sellers of poisons. The principal changes 
aves 

(a) The sale of certain poisonous preparations used in agriculture and 
horticulture (not arsenical weed killers) is now permitted to any trader who 
is registered with the local authority for the purpose. 

(b) Traders so registered are now permitted to sell carbolic disinfectant 
containing up to 60 per cent. of phenols, whereas, formerly, the sale of 
liquids containing more than 3 per cent. of phenols was restricted to 
chemists’ shops. 

(c) The sale of ammonia (of over 5 per cent. strength) sulphuric acid, 
mitric acid, potassium quadroxalate (salts of lemon), hydrochloric acid 
(spirits of salts) and all disinfectants containing less than 3 per cent. of 
phenols, which has hitherto been unrestricted except for requirements in 
regard to labelling and form of bottle, is now restricted to authorised sellers 
of poisons and shopkeepers registered with the local authority. The sale 
of potassium hydroxide (caustic potash) and sodium hydroxide (caustic 
soda), which are controlled for the first time, is similarly restricted to 
authorised sellers of poisons and shopkeepers registered with the local 
authority. 





Satie conditions to be fulfilled by a person in order to become an authorised seller of 
poisons are set out in Part I of the Act. In general, an authorised seller of poisons is 
a person keeping a Pharmacy or Chemist’s shop. 

t The Poisons List Confirmation Order, 1935. (S.R. & O. 1035, JNO, 1236), 

: { The Poisons Rules, 1935. (S.R. & O. 1935, No. 1239). The Act of Sederunt regulating 

Appeals, dated 19th December, 1935. (S.R. & O. 1935, No. 1313/S. 64.) The Poisons 

ae ceeieae er on Rules, 1936. (S.R. & O. 1936, No. 142). The Poisons 
mendmen ules, 1936 (Provisional). The Poi © ing 

ore ata ) isons (Colouring) Rules, 1936. (S.R. & O. 
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(d) Except in chemists’ shops, “ carbolic ’’ disinfectants, whether con- 
taining more or less than 3 per cent. of phenols, potassrum hydroxide 
(caustic potash) and sodium hydroxide (caustic soda) must be sold in 
closed containers as closed by the manufacturer or wholesaler from whom 
they have been obtained. 

THE POISONS LIST. 

3. Substances controlled.—As stated above the substances to which the Act 
applies are those included in the Poisons List. The whole of the List is set out 
in Appendix I of this memorandum. It will be seen that in the second column 
of the Appendix are set out certain articles which are wholly exempted from 
control by Rule rz and the Third Schedule to the Poisons Rules. 

If a substance is included in the Poisons List and not exempted by the Poisons 
Rules it is subject to the restrictions of the Act not only when in an undiluted 
state but also when diluted or in any admixture or preparation. 


SALE OF PART I POISONS. 

4, Restriction of sale of Part I poisons to authorised sellers of poisons.— 
No shopkeeper may sell* any Part I poison (i.e., amy substance in Part ! 
of the Poisons List and not exempted by the Poisons Rules) unless he is an 
authorised seller of poisons.+ [Section 18 (1) (a). Rules 3 and 11.jf It 
should be noted that the poisons included in Part I of the Poisons List are 
not confined to poisons used in medicine. 

SALE OF PART II POISONS. 

5. Listed Sellers of Part II Potsons.—A shopkeeper, although he is not an 
authorised seller of poisons, may sell any Part II poison (i.e., any substance 
included in Part II of the Poisons List and not exempted by the Poisons 
Rules) provided that his name and the address of his premises are entered 
in a list kept by ‘‘ the local authority ’’ of the area in which he sells the 
Rule 3.] (See paragraphs 6-9 below.) 

A shopkeeper should, therefore, take steps to ensure—if necessary, by 
reference to his supplier—that he is not selling a poison unless he is entitled, 
under the Act, to do so. It may be of assistance to him to be informed that 


the forms in which Part II poisons are commonly retailed from shops, other 
than chemists’ shops, are as follows:— 





Ammonia AB age ae ... °° Household ammonia ’’ for cleaning. 
Arsenical substances Sule ... Sheep dips, horticultural sprays, 
' insecticides, etc. 

Mercuric substances a ... Seed and bulb dressings, insecticides. 

Nicotine Res a ve ... Insecticides. . 

Nitrobenzene Ee ae ... Insecticides. 

Phenols oe fe <7) ...‘" Carbolic ”’ disinfectants, sanitary 
fluids, sheep dips, insecticides. 

Barium carbonate... Oe ... In rat and mouse poisons. 

Phenylene and toluene Diamines ... Hair dyes. 


(As regards the hairdressing trade see paragraph 37.) 





* Questions may arise as to whether persons or firms purporting to act as ‘“‘ agents ”’ 
“sell”’ the poison. In such cases it is necessary to determine whether the ‘‘ agent x 
is in fact merely an agent in the legal sense of that term, in which case his principal requires 
to be registered, or whether he is not acting as an agent but as a principal, in which case 
he himself must be registered. 


+ The prohibition relates to any premises used for or in connection with the shopkeeper's 
retail business. . 


{ In this memorandum the references in square brackets are to Sections of the Act or 


to the Poisons Rules. 


~ 


@) 


Formaldehyde, hydrochloric acid (spirits of salts), nitric acid, potassium 
hydroxide (caustic potash), sodium hydroxide (caustic soda) and sulphuric 
acid are sold as such for various household purposes. Caustic soda is fre- 
quently the principal constituent in paint removers. 

6. Registering Authorities.—The “‘ local authority ’’ for the purposes of the 
Act is [Section 29 | :— 

(i) In the City of London, the Common Council; . 
(ii) Elsewhere in London, the Council of the Metropolitan Borough; 
(iii) In a County Borough in England and ‘Wales, the Council of the 

Borough; ‘ 

(iv) Elsewhere in England and Wales, the Council of the County. 
(v) In Scotland [Section 30]:— 

(a) in a County, including all burghs other than large burghs within 
the County, the Council of the County; 

(6) in a large burgh* within the meaning of the Local Government 
(Scotland) Act, 1929, the Town Council; 


7. Form of Application.—An application to the local authority to be regis- 
tered for the sale of Part II poisons should be made on the prescribed form, 
copies of which are published by H.M. Stationery Office (price 1d. Net.). 
In completing this form an individual shopkeeper makes application in his 
own name. In the case of a corporate body, firm or partnership, application 
must be made in the name of the corporate body, firm or partnership and 
not in the name of any manager, director or partner, although the application 
may be signed by any person who is entitled to act for the body corporate, etc. 


8. Fees._—The application must be accompanied by the prescribed fee of 
seven shillings and sixpence. A fee of five shillings is payable to the local 
authority in each subsequent year in which the name of the shopkeeper is 
retained on the list. Should the shopkeeper desire to change the address of 
the premises (within the area of the local authority) at which he is entitled 
to sell Part II poisons he must make application to the local authority to that 
effect paying the prescribed fee of one shilling [Rule 30 (2)]. No fee is 
payable in respect of any alteration of the list in respect of the deputies 
required by Rule 14 (1) (0) (see paragraph 17 below). 


9. Local Authonty’s power to refuse and remove from the list.—The local 
authority may refuse to enter in, or may remove from, the list the name of 
any person who fails to pay the prescribed fees or who in the opinion of 
the authority is, for any sufficient reason relating either to him personally or 
to his premises, not fit to be on the list [Section 21 (1) ]. A person aggrieved 
by the refusal of a local authority has the right of appeal, in England, to 
the Court of Quarter Sessions for the county or borough in which his place 
of business is situate and, in Scotland, to the Sheriff within whose jurisdiction 
the appellant’s place of business is situate [Section 21 (2) as read with 
Section 30 (i)]. Such appeals must be made, in England, in the manner 
prescribed by the Poisons (Appeals to Quarter Sessions) Rules, 1936 (S.R. & 
O. 1936. No. 142) and, in Scotland, in the manner prescribed in the Act of 
Sederunt dated 19th December, 1935. (S.R. & O. No. 1313,/S. 64.) Ifa 
listed seller of Part II poisons is convicted before any Court of any criminal 
offence which, in the opinion of the Court, renders him unfit to-have his name 
on the list, the Court may as part of the sentence order his name to be removed 

* The large burghs are :—Aberdeen ; Airdrie ; Arbroath ; Ayr; Clydebank ; Coatbridge; 
Dumbarton ; Dumfries ; Dundee ; Dunfermline poe cobureh = Pallas Glasgow ; 
Greenock ; Hamilton; Inverness; Kilmarnock ; Kirkcaldy ; Motherwell and Wishaw : 
Paisley; Perth; Port Glasgow; Rutherglen; Stirling. é 
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from the list and direct that he shall for such period as may be specified in 
the order be disqualified for having his name entered in any local authority's 
list [Section 21 (5) ]. 

10. Misuse of Titles.—A listed seller of Part IT poisons may not use in 
connection with his business any title, emblem or description reasonably 
calculated to suggest that he is entitled to sell any poison other than a poison 
which he is entitled, under the Act, to sell. The penalty for such an offence 
is a fine not exceeding twenty pounds, and, in the case of a continuing offence, 
a further fine not exceeding five pounds for every day subsequent to the day 
on which he is convicted of the offence during which the contravention 
continues [Section 21 (8) ]. 


REQUIREMENTS APPLYING TO THE SALE OF ALL 
PART TI POISONS.* 

11. Sales restricted to Premises.—The sale must be effected on the premises 
specified in the local authority’s list Section 18 (1) (6) (u). The term 
‘‘ premises ’’ is not defined in the Act and any decision as to the construction 
of the Act rests, of course, with the Courts but the Home Office is advised 
that sales may not be effected from vans or travelling shops or from barrows 
or stalls and the previous practice of hawking carbolic disinfectants from 
barrows becomes, therefore, illegal. It is, however, permissible for poisons 
previously ordered to be delivered from the shop by a van. No poison may 
be sold from an automatic machine [Section 22]. 


12. Containers.—lf the poison is a liquid and is contained in a bottle of 
the capacity of not more than 120 fluid ounces (six pints or under) the 
outer surface of the bottle must be fluted vertically with ribs or grooves which 
are such as to be recognisable by touch [Rule 22 (b)]. Care should there- 
fore be taken by the listed shopkeeper to provide himself with a stock of 
““ poison bottles ’’ for supplying those poisons which he is permitted to 
retail from bulk (see paragraph 13). 

In all cases in which poisons are sold, supplied or transported, the container 
of the poison must be sufficiently stout to prevent leakage arising from the 
ordinary risks of handling and transport ['Rules 22 (1) (a) and 24]. Poisons 
must always be stored in containers impervious to the poison and sufficiently 
stout to prevent leakage arising from the ordinary risks of handling [Rule 
7 aN A iy Containers of poisons sold or supplied gratuitously must be 
labelled in the manner set out in paragraphs 24 to 37 below [Section 18 (1) (c) 
and Rules 5 and 16-21]. 


13.+ °° Breaking Bulk ’’.—There are no further restrictions, that is to say 
no restrictions other than those set out in the preceding paragraphs, applying 
to ammonia, hydrochloric acid (spirits of salts), nitric acid and sulphuric 
acid. But in the case of all other Part II poisons the listed shopkeeper may 
not break bulk and must sell the poison in a closed container, as closed by 
the manufacturer or other person from whom the poison was obtained 
[Rule 14 (1) (a)]. The shopkeeper may not, for example, retail ‘‘ carbolic ”’ 
disinfectants in small quantities from drums, nor may he retail caustic potash 
or caustic soda, except in the containers in which he has received them. 








* Other than labelling requirements for which see paragraphs 24-37. 
ey Rule 1 (2) the requirements in regard to the labelling of poisons and the containers 
in which poisons may be sold, supplied, stored or transported (i.e. those referred to in the 
paragraphs in this memorandum marked f) need not be complied with until 31st December 
1936, provided that the corresponding provisions (if any) of the previous laws and regulations 
repealed on May tst, 1936, are complied with. 
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REQUIREMENTS APPLYING TO PARTICULAR PART II POISONS. 


14. “‘ First Schedule Poisons ’’.—Special restrictions are applied by the 
Poisons Rules to certain poisons in Part IJ of the Poisons List, particularly as 
regards those substances included in the First Schedule to the Rules. So far 
as the poisons permitted to be sold by listed sellers of Part II poisons are 
concerned, the substances included in the First Schedule are as follows:— 

Arsenical poisons (except substances containing less than the equivalent 
of 0.01 per cent. of arsenic trioxide) ;* 

Barium. silicofiuoride; 

Mercuric chloride (except substances containing less than one per cent. 
of mercuric chloride) ;* 

Mercuric iodide (except substances containing less than two per cent. of 
mercuric iodide) ;* 

Organic compounds of mercury (except substances containing less than 
the equivalent of 0.2 per cent., weight in weight, of mercury (Hg) );* 

Nicotine and salts of nicotine. 


15. Sales of certain poisons to be made only to persons engaged in the 
business of agriculture or horticulture.—Of the arsenical substances in Part I] 
of the Poisons List only calcium arsenates, copper acetoarsenites and lead 
arsenates (which, it is to be noted, can only be sold by “ listed sellers ’’ in 
the form of agricultural and horticultural insecticides or fungicides) may be 
sold to private individuals. The remaining arsenical and all the mercurial 
substances in Part II of the Poisons List may be sold only to persons who are 
engaged in the trade or business of agriculture or horticulture and require 
the article for the purposes of that trade or business [Rule 14 (2) (6) ]. 


16. Forms to which certain poisons are restncted._—By Rule 14 (2) (a) 
and the Fifth Schedule, arsenic sulphides, arsenious oxide, potassium arsenites, 
sodium arsenates, sodium arsenites and sodium thioarsenates may be sold in 
the form only of sheep dips and sheep washes. t 


Calcium arsenates, calcium arsenites, copper acetoarsenite, copper 
arsenates, copper arsenites and lead arsenates may be sold in the form only 
of agricultural or horticultural msecticides or fungicides. t 


Mercuric chloride may be sold in the form only of insecticides, agricultural 
and horticultural fungicides, and seed and bulb dressings. Mercuric iodide 
and organic compounds of mercury may be sold in the form only of agri- 
cultural and horticultural fungicides and seed and bulb dressings. 


Barium carbonate may be sold in the form only of preparations for the 
destruction of vats and mice. 


Nitrobenzene may be sold only as an agricultural or horticultural insecticide 
or for the treatment of bee disease [Rule 14 (2) (a)]. 





* References to arsenical and mercurial substances in paragraphs 17 to 22 must be 
understood not to apply to articles containing less than the above-mentioned percentages, 
but as in practice the various agricultural and horticultural preparations permitted to be 
sold by listed sellers of Part II poisons are included in the First Schedule, the arsenical 
and mercurial substances are treated in this memorandum as being wholly within the First 
Schedule Preparations of nicotine (and its salts) and barium silicofluoride, of any strength, 
are included in the First Schedule. 

t By the Poisons (Colouring) Rules, 1936, these preparations are required to contain 
a dye of a distinctive colour and soluble in water except in the case of lead arsenate paste 
and lead arsenate powder, sheep dips which are themselves of a distinctive colour and 


poisons, such as copper acetoarsenite (Paris green), which are themselves of a distinctive 
colour. 
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17.** Deputies.—The sale of arsenical and mercurial poisons, barium 
silicofluoride and nicotine and its salts must be effected either by the shop- 
keeper himself or by a responsible deputy, nominated as a deputy on the 
shopkeeper’s form of application to the local authority (see paragraph 7). 
It follows that in the case of a corporate body, a deputy or deputies must be 
nominated if it is desired to sell any of the poisons to which this paragraph 
relates. Not more than two deputies may be nominated at the same time 
in respect of one set of premises [Rule 14 (1)]. Should the shopkeeper desire 
to change the deputy he must inform the local authority by notice in writing. 
No fee is payable in respect of such substitution. 


18. Knowledge of purchaser or certificate.—In the sale of arsenical and 
mercurial poisons, barium silicofluoride, nicotine and its salts, the purchaser 
must either (a) be known to the shopkeeper or to the person in charge of 
the premises on which the poison is sold, or of the department of the business 
in which the sale is effected, to be a person to whom the poison may properly 
be sold or (6) produce a certificate, signed by a householder, in the form 
printed as Appendix II to this memorandum [Section 18 (2) (a) (1) and 
Rules 6 and 7 (i)]. Should the householder not be known to the seller to 
be a responsible person of good character, the certificate must be endorsed 
by a Police Officer in charge of a Police Station [Rule 31 (2)]. On the sale 
of a poison on such a certificate, the shopkeeper must retain the certificate 
so that it shall be available for inspection [Rule 31 (3) ]. 


19. The Poisons Book.—Before any arsenical or mercurial poison, barium 
silicofluoride or nicotine or its salts is delivered to the purchaser, the shop- 
keeper must enter (or cause to be entered) the prescribed particulars of the 
sale in a book (the “‘ Poisons ‘Book ’’) kept in the form of Appendix III to 
this memorandum.* These records must be kept in a book and not by means 
of a card index or on loose leaves. It is important that great care should 
be taken to see that the details of the transaction are correctly recorded and 
that the shopkeeper is reasonably satisfied that his customer does in fact 
require the poison for the purpose stated [Section 18 (2) (b) and Rules 6, 
7 (i) and 32]. The Poisons Book must be kept on the premises for a period 
of two years from the date on which the last entry was made therein 
[Rule 33]. 


20. Orders in writing.—Exemption is given by Rule 7 (3) from the require- 
ment that the entry in the Poisons Book should be signed by the purchaser 
in the case of a sale to a person for the purposes of his trade, business 
or profession, if the shopkeeper has obtained beforehand, before delivering 
the poison, an order in writing, signed by the purchaser, stating his name, 
address, trade, business or profession, the name and quantity of the article 
to be purchased and the purpose for which it is required. In such a case— 

(a) the shopkeeper must be reasonably satisfied that the signature is 
that of the purchaser and that the purchaser does, in fact, carry on the 
trade, business or profession stated in the order and that that trade. etc. 
is one in which the poison is used: 

(b) if the article is sent by post it must be sent by registered post; 

(c) the shopkeeper must insert the relevant entry in the Poisons Book 


the words “‘ Signed order ’’ and a reference number by which the order can 
be identified. | 





sh It is understood that Poisons Books 
various publishing houses. 


* 
: It should be noted that paragraphs 17-21 apply only to arsenical and mercurial 
poisons, barium silicofluoride and nicotine and its salts. 


printed in the correct form are obtainable from 
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21. ‘‘ Emergency Orders.’’—Special provision is also made by Rule 7 (3) 
for the case in which a person, such as a farmer or horticulturist, urgently 
requires an arsenical or mercurial poison, barium silicofluoride, or nicotine 
or its salts, for the purpose of his trade or business. If the shopkeeper 1s 
reasonably satisfied that! the poison is urgently required and the purchaser 
is by reason of some emergency unable, ibefore delivery of the poison, to 
furnish an order in writing duly signed, or to attend and sign the Poisons 
Book, the shopkeeper may, nevertheless, supply the poison if he receives 
an undertaking by the purchaser to furnish a signed order within twenty-four 
hours. Such an undertaking could be made by telegram or telephone. If 
the purchaser fails to implement his undertaking or if any person, for the 
purpose of obtaining delivery of any poison by this means, makes a state- 
ment which is, to his knowledge, false, he is deemed to have contravened 
the provisions of the Rule and thereby incurs the penalties provided by the 
Act (see paragraph 42 below). 





STORAGE OF FIRST SCHEDULE POISONS. 

22. Storage.—The shopkeeper must not store any arsenical and mercurial 
substances, barium silicofluoride,* or nicotine or its salts in his shop or 
premises used in connection therewith except in— 

(a) a cupboard or drawer reserved solely for the storage of poisons to 
be used in agriculture or horticulture; or 


(6) a part of the premises which is partitioned off or otherwise separated 
from the remainder of the premises, to which customers are not permitted 
to have access and in which no food (including beverages) is kept [ Rule 
23 (2)]. 

TRANSPORT OF CERTAIN POISONS. 

23.7 In consigning for transport by carrier any arsenical poison, barium 
carbonate, barium silicofluoride or nicotine, the shopkeeper must label the 
outside of the package containing the article conspicuously with the name or 
description of the poison as set forth in the Eighth Schedulet to the Poisons 
Rules, 1935, and a notice indicating that the package is to be kept separate 
from food and from empty containers in which food has been contained [ Rule 
25 (1) ]. 

No person may knowingly transport any such poison, either on his own 
behalf or for another person, in any vehicle in which food is being trans- 
ported, unless the food is carried in a part of the vehicle effectively separated 
from that containing the poison or is otherwise adequately protected from the 
risk of contamination [Rule 25 (2) J. 


LABELLING OF PART II POISONS. 
GENERAL LABELLING REQUIREMENTS. 


24.7 Wording on labels.—Except as mentioned in the succeeding para- 
gtaphs, the container of all Part II poisons must be labelled with the name 
of the poison, with the word ‘‘ Poison ’’, and with the name of the retailer 





* It is presumed that the shopkeeper will stock barium silico 4 
agriculture or horticulture. In other forms it may 
Posie. 23 -(2).), 

t See note on page 7. 
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and the address of the premises in which it is sold. In the case of a preparation 
which contains a poison as one of the ingredients thereof, the label shall also 
include a statement of the proportion which the poison ‘bears to the total 
ingredients of the preparation* [Section 18 (1) (c) and Rule 5]. 


25.+ Words to be conspicuous.—The words required by the Act and 
Poisons Rules must appear in a conspicuous position on the container and 
on every box and other covering of whatever nature enclosing the container 
except any transparent cover or ay wrapper, hamper, packing case, crate or 
other covering used solely for the purposes of transport or delivery [Rule 16 (1) 
and (3)]. 


26.+ Name and address of the seller.—An exemption is provided by Rule 
21 (3) which relieves the shopkeeper from putting his name and address on 
the inner container and any inner coverings of any pre-packed article (i.e. one 
sold in the same packing as received from the wholesaler, etc. ) other than 
one containing an arsenical or mercurial poison, barium silicofluoride or nico- 
tine or its salts. In the latter case the retailer must either remove the outer 
coverings to put the prescribed particulars on the inner container or arrange 
with the manufacturer to place labels bearing his (the retailer's) name and 
address on the innermost container and all coverings except the outermost. 


at at Indication of actual seller.—Wheré there are names of more than 
one person or more than one address on’ the label, the shopkeeper must 
ensure that there are words on the label indicating clearly which person is 
the seller and at which of the addresses the poison was sold [Rule 21 (4) ]. 


28.+ The name of the poison.—The poison must be described by the term 
by which it is described in the Poisons List except where that term describes 
a group of poisons and not the poison specifically, in which case the name of 
the poison must be, if the poison is the subject of a monograph in either of 
the British Pharmacopoeia or the British Pharmaceutical Codex, one or other 
of the names or synonyms or abbreviated names set out at the head of the 
monograph, and if it is not the subject of such a monograph, then the name 
of the poison must be the accepted scientific name or name descriptive of the 
true nature and origin of the poison [Rule 17 (1) ]. 


29.+ Additional words.—The word ‘‘ Poison ’’ or the cautionary phrases 
required as in paragraphs 36 and 37 must not be modified in meaning by the 
addition of any other words or marks [ Rule 19 (2) ]. 


30. Separate poisons label._The word ‘“‘ Poison’’ or the cautionary 
phrases mentioned in paragraphs 36 and 37 must be either on a separate label 
or surrounded by a line within which there must be no other words except 
words with which the container of the poison is required to be labelled under 
the Act or Poisons Rules—e.g., the name of the poison, the name and address 
of the seller, the proportion of the poison in the preparation, ‘‘ Not to be 
taken", etc..[‘Rule.19 .(2). (Bi. 


31.{ Percentage of poitson.—When the proportion of the poison in a 
preparation is stated as a percentage, it is necessary that there shall be indi- 
cated whether the percentage is calculated on the basis of weight in weight, 
weight in volume or volume in volume [:Rule 18 (5) ]. 











* Rule 18 (2) permits the proportions, in the case of arsenical substances, salts of barium, 
organic compounds of mercury, phenols, potassium hydroxide and sodium hydroxide, 
to be stated in a special manner—see Sixth Schedule to the Poisons Rules, 1935. 

t See note on page 7. 


EL 


32.+ It is important that the retailer should appreciate that with one 
exception, all the requirements relating to labelling and to the form of 
container apply equally to the person who supplies him (i.e., the manufac- 
turer and wholesaler) as well as to himself. The exception is that his supplier 
need not place his (i.e., the supplier's) name and address on pre-packed 
goods which are intended to be retailed in the same containers in which 
they are supplied [Rule 21 (1) ]. 


SPECIAL LABELLING REQUIREMENTS. 


33.+ Liquids in bottles.—A bottle of a capacity of 120 fluid ounces or less 
must, if it contains a poison in liquid form, be labelled, in addition to all 
the other words required by the Act and Rules, with the words—"* Not to be 
taken ’’ [Rule 20 (1) (a)]. 


34.+ Labelling of Fist Schedule Poisons.—In the case of arsenical and 
mercurial poisons, barium silicofluoride and nicotine and its salts the word 
‘““ POISON ”’ must either be in ved lettering or be set against a ved back- 
ground ['Rule 19 (2) (a)]. 


35. Warning notice.—In addition to all other labelling requirements 
arsenical and mercurial poisons, barium carbonate and nitrobenzene sold by 
a listed seller of Part II poisons must be labelled clearly with a notice,of the 
special purpose for which the article or substance is intended and with a 
warning that it is only to be used for that purpose [Rule 14 (2) (a) ]. 


36.¢ Caustic substances.—In the case of potassium hydroxide, sodium 
hydroxide and articles containing either of these substances the word 
““ Poison ’’ must not be used but the substance must be labelled instead with 


the words ‘‘ Caution. This substance is caustic ’’ [Rule 19 (1) J. 


37.; Hair dyes.—Similarly, hair dyes containing phenylene diamines and 
toluene diamines (and their salts) must be labelled “‘ Caution. This prepara- 
tion may cause serious inflammation of the skin in certain persons and should 
be used only in accordance with expert advice ’’’ [Rule 19 (1)].* 


ENFORCEMENT AND INSPECTION. 


38. Pharmaceutical Society.—It is the duty of the Pharmaceutical Society 
of Great Britain, by means of inspection and otherwise, to secure compliance 
by authonsed sellers of poisons with the provisions of the Act and Poisons 
Rules [Section 25 (1)]. An inspector of the Society has power to enter any 
premises in which he has reasonable cause to suspect that a breach of the 
law has been committed in relation to Part I poisons (i.e., those which 
may ‘be retailed only by authorised sellers of poisons) [Section 25 (4)]. 


39. Local authorities.—It is the duty of the local authority, by means of 
inspection and otherwise, to secure compliance by listed sellers of Part IT 
poisons and other persons not being authorised sellers of poisons with the 
provisions of the Act and Rules relating to Part II poisons [Section 25 (5) ]. 


An inspector of a local authority has power at all reasonable times to enter 
any premises on which a listed seller of Part II poisons carries on business 
and any premises on which the inspector has reasonable cause to suspect 
that a breach of the law has been committed in respect of any poisons included 
in Part II of the Poisons List [Section 25 (6)]. 








ie hairdresser who employs phenylene or toluene diamine hair dyes in his business, 
but does not retail them, does not require to become a listed seller of Part IT poisons 
+ See note on page 7. ; 


40. Examination and Samples.—Inspectors appointed under the Act have 
power to make such examination and enquiry and to do such other things, 
including the taking, on payment therefor, of samples, as may be necessary 
for the purposes of the inspection [Section 25 (4) and (6) ]. 


41. Obstruction.—Any person wilfully delaying or obstructing an inspector 
in the exercise of his powers or refusing to allow any sample to be taken or 
failing, without reasonable excuse, to give any information is liable to a 
fine not exceeding five pounds for each offence [Section 25 (8) ]. 


42. Prosecutions and penalties.—Proceedings for failure to comply with the 
provisions of the Act and Rules are taken, in England, in a court of summary 
jurisdiction, in Scotland, in the Sheriff Court. The penalties for a breach 
of the provisions, except those mentioned in paragraphs Io and 41, are a 
fine not exceeding fifty pounds for each offence and, in the case of a con- 
tinuing offence, a further fine not exceeding ten pounds for every day during 
the period in which the offender continues the offence after the day on which 
he was first convicted of that offence [Section 24 (I) ]. 


43. Period in which proceedings may be taken.—Proceedings for an offence 
under the Act may be begun within twelve months after the date of the 
commission of the offence [Section 24 (3) ]. 


44, Evidence as to analyses.—A certificate signed by a public analyst or 
a person appointed by the Secretary of State to make analyses is admissible 
as evidence in any proceedings taken under the Act. Either party to the 
proceedings may require the person who made the analysis to be called as a 
witness [Section 24 (5) ]. 


45. Responsibility for offences committed by employees.—In any proceed- 
ings taken in connection with the sale, exposure for sale, or supply of a poison 
by an employee, the employer cannot raise as a defence that the employee 
acted without his authority and the employer will be deemed to know .any 
material fact known to the employee [Section 24 (2) ]. 


46. Enquines.—All enquiries relating to the application of the Act and 
Rules in regard to substances in Part II of the Poisons List should be addiressed 
to the local authority concerned (see paragraph 6). 


Copies of this Memorandum, of the Pharmacy and Poisons Act, 1933, the 
Poisons List Confirmation Order, 1935, the Poisons Rules, 1935, and any 
other: Orders or Rules made under the Act, as well as the form prescribed 


for application to local authorities under Section 21 of the Act, may be 
purchased as stated on the back cover. 


Home Office, 
April, 1936. 
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APPENDIX I 


POISONS LIST AND EXEMPTIONS 





| Exempted in 


Orson et. (see also Note at end). 








PART I. 


Acetanilide ; alkyl acetanilides Substances not being preparations for the treat 
ment of human ailments. 
Alkali fiuorides other than those 
specified in Part Il. of this List 
Alkaloids, the following; their salts, 
simple or complex :— 
Acetyldihydrocodeinone ; its esters 
Aconite, alkaloids of 
Apomorphine 
Atropine 
Belladonna, alkaloids of 
Benzoylmorphine 


a 
ay 


Benzylmorphine : 3 
Beta-aminopropylbenzene ; its salts; | Appliances for inhalation in which the poison is 
its N-alkyl derivatives; their absorbed in inert solid material. 
salts; | beta-aminozsopropylben- 


zene; its salts; its N-alkyl 
derivatives ; their salts 

Brucine 

Calabar bean, alkaloids of 

Coca, alkaloids of 

Cocaine 

Codeine 

Colchicine 

Conline 

Cotarnine 

‘Curarine 

Diacetylmorphine 

Dihydrocodeinone ; its esters 

Dihydrodesoxymorphine 

Dihydrohydroxycodeinone ; its esters 

Dihydromorphine ; its esters 

Dihydromorphinone ; its esters 

Ecgonine ; its esters 

‘Emetine Ipecacuanha; extracts and tinctures of ipeca- 
cuanha ; substances containing less than 0-05 
per cent. 0k cmetine. 

Substances containing less than one per cent. of 
the alkaloids of ephedra. 


‘Ephedra, alkaloids of 


Ergot, alkaloids of 
Ethylmorphine 
Gelsemium, alkaloids of 
Homatropine 

Hyoscine 

Hyoscyamine 

Jaborandi, alkaloids of Substances containing less than 0-025 per cent. 
of the alkaloids of jaborandi. 

Preparations for the relief of asthma in the form 
of cigarettes, smoking mixtures or fumigants ; 
substances containing less than o-1 per cent. 
of the alkaloids of lobelia. 


Lobelia, alkaloids of 


Morphine 
Papaverine 
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APPENDIX I—cont. 


LL LL 


Poisons List. 








PART I—cont. 
Alkaloids—cont, 


Pomegranate, alkaloids of 
Quebracho, alkaloids of, other than 
the alkaloids of red quebracho 

Sabadilla, alkaloids of 


Solanaceous alkaloids not otherwise 
included in this List 


Stavesacre, alkaloids of 
Strychnine 
Thebaine 
Veratrum, alkaloids of 
Yohimba, alkaloids of 
Allylisopropylacetylurea 
Amidopyrine ; its salts 
Amino-alcohols, esterified with benzoic 
acid, phenylacetic acid, phenylpro- 
pionic acid, cinnamic acid or the 
derivatives of these acids 
Amy! nitrite 
Antimony, chlorides of; oxides of 
antimony ; sulphides of antimony ; 
antimonates ; antimonites ; organic 
compounds of antimony 


Arsenical substances, the following, 
except those specified in Part II of 
this List :—arsenic, halides of; 
oxides of arsenic ; arsenates ; arsen- 
ites ; organic compounds of arsenic 

Barbituric acid ; its salts ; derivatives 
Gis DarbDitunc acid... their salts: 
compounds of ‘barbituric acid, its 
salts, its derivatives, their salts, 
with any other substance 


Barium, salts of, other than barium 
sulphate and the salts of barium 
specified in Part II of this List 

Butyl chloral hydrate 

Cannabis (the dried flowering or 
fruiting tops of Cannabis sativa 
Linn.) ; the resin of cannabis ; 
extracts of cannabis; tinctures of 
cannabis; cannabin tannate 

Cantharidin ; cantharidates 

Chloral formamide 

Chloral hydrate 

Chloroform 


Creosote obtained from wood 


Croton, oil of 

Digitalis, glycosides of; other active 
principles of digitalis 

Dinitrocresols ; dinitronaphthols ; 
dinitrophenols ; dinitrothymols 


Elaterin 





Exempted in 
(see also Note at end). 





Pomegranate bark 


Stramonium contained in preparations for the 
relief of asthma in the form of cigarettes, 
smoking mixtures or fumigants 


Soaps ; ointments ; lotions for external use 


Pyrites ores or sulphuric acid containing arsenical 
poisons as natural impurities 


Witherite other than finely ground witherite 


Substances containing less than ten per cent. of 
chloroform 

Substances containing less than fifty per cent. of 
creosote obtained from wood 


Dinitrocresols and dinitrophenols in substances 
not being preparations for the treatment of 
human ailments 
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APPENDIX I—cont. 


ET 


Poisons List. 





PART I—cont. 


Ergot (the sclerotia of any species of 
Claviceps) ; extracts of ergot ; tinc- 
tures of ergot 

Erythrityl tetranitrate 

‘Glyceryl trinitrate 

Guanidines, the following :—poly- 
methylene diguanidines, dipara- 
anisylphenetyl guanidine 

Hydrocyanic acid; cyanides; double 
cyanides of mercury and zinc 

Insulin 

Lead acetates ; 


compounds of lead with acids from 
fixed oils 
Mannityl hexanitrate 
Mercury, oxides of ; 
nitrates of mercury ; 


mercuric ammonium chlorides ; 
potassio-mercuric iodides; mer- 
curic oxycyanides ; mercuric 
thiocyanate 
Metanitrophenol ; orthonitrophenol ; 
paranitrophenol 
Nux Vomica 
Opium 
Orthocaine ; its salts 
Ouabain 
Oxalic acid 
Oxycinchoninic acid, derivatives of ; 
their salts ; their esters 
Para-aminobenzenesulphonamide ; its 
salts ; derivatives of para-aminoben- 
zenesulphonamide having any of the 
hydrogen atoms of the para-amino 
group or of the sulphonamide group 
substituted by another radical ; their 
salts 
Para-amino-benzoic acid; esters of; 
their salts 
Pethidine ; its salts 
Phenetidylphenacetin 


Phenols (any member of the series of 
phenols of which the first member is 
phenol and of which the molecular 
composition varies from member to 
member by one atom of carbon and 
two atoms of hydrogen) except in 
substances containing less than sixty 
per cent., weight in weight, of 
phenols ; compounds of phenol with 
a metal, except in substances con- 
taining less than the equivalent of 
sixty per cent., weight in weight, 
of phenols . 


Exempted in 
(see also Note at end). 





Substances containing less than four per cent. 
of lead acetate 
Machine-spread plasters 


Ointments containing less than the equivalent 
of three per cent., weight in weight, of mercury 


(Hg) 


Laundry blue; polishes 


Carvacror * 

coal tar, crude or refined > 

creosote obtained from coal tar ; 

essential oils in which phenols occur naturally ; 

medicines containing less than one per cent. of 
phenols ; 

nasal sprays, mouthwashes, pastilles, lozenges, 
capsules, pessaries, ointments, or suppositories 
containing less than 2-5 per cent. of phenols ; 

smelling bottles ; 

soaps for washing ; 

solid substances containing less than sixty per 
cent. of phenols ; 

tertiary butyl-cresol ; 

thymol 
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APPENDIX I—-cont. 





Exempted in 


ssid 
Poisons List. (see also Note at end). 





PART I.—coni: 


Phenylcinchoninic acid; _ salicylcin- 
choninic acid; their salts; their 
esters 


Phenylethylhydantoin ; its salts; its 
acyl derivatives ; their salts 
Phosphorus, yellow 
Picric acid Substances containing less than five per cent. of 
picric acid 
Picrotoxin 
Pituitary gland, the active principles 
of 
Savin, oil of 
Strophanthus ; glycosides of strophan- 
thus 
Sulphonal ; alkyl sulphonals 
Suprarenal gland, the active principles 
of; their salts 
Thallium, salts of 
Thyroid gland, the active principles 
of; their salts 
Tribromethyl alcohol 
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APPENDIX I—cont. 


Poisons List. 





Exempted in 
(see also Note at end). 





PART II 


Ammonia 


Arsenical substances, the following :— 
Arsenic sulphides 
Arsenious oxide 
Calcium arsenates 
Calcium arsenites 
Copper acetoarsenites 
Copper arsenates 
Copper arsenites 
Lead arsenates 
Potassium arsenites 
Sodium arsenates 
Sodium arsenites 
Sodium thioarsenates 
Barium, salts of, the following :— 
Barium carbonate 
Barium silicofluoride 
Formaldehyde 


Hydrochloric acid 


Hydrofluoric acid ; potassium fluoride ; 
sodium fluoride ; 


sodium silicofluoride 


Mercuric chloride ; 
mercuric iodide ; 
organic compounds of mercury 
Metallic oxalates 
Nicotine ; its salts 
Nitric acid 


Nitrobenzene 


Phenols as defined in Part I of this 
List of substances containing less 
tam sixty per cent., weight in 
weight, of phenols ; compounds of 
phenol with a metal in substances 
containing less than the equivalent 
of sixty per cent., weight in weight, 
of phenols 


Phenylene diamines ; toluene diamines; 
other alkylated-benzene diamines ; 
their salts 

















Substances not being solutions of ammonia or 
preparations containing solutions of ammonia ; 
substances containing less than five per cent., 
weight in weight, of ammonia (NH,); refri- 
gerators ; smelling bottles 

Pyrites ores or sulphuric acid containing arsenical 
poisons as natural impurities 


| Substances containing less than five per cent., 


weight in weight, of formaldehyde (H.CHO) ; 

photographic glazing or hardening solutions 
Substances containing less than nine per cent., 

weight in weight, of hydrochloric acid (HCl) 


Substances containing less than three per cent. 
of sodium fluoride as a preservative 

Substances containing less than three per cent. 
of sodium silicofluoride as a preservative 

Batteries ; dressings on seeds or bulbs 

Dressings on seeds or bulbs 


do. do. 
Photographic solutions or materials 
Tobacco 


Substances containing less than nine per cent., 
weight in weight, of nitric acid (HNO,) 

Substances containing less than 0-1 per cent. of 
nitrobenzene ; soaps containing less than one 
per cent.-of nitrobenzene 


GCarvacrol : 

creosote obtained from coal tar ; 

essential oils in which phenols occur naturally ; 

medicines containing less than one per cent. of 
phenols ; 

nasal sprays, mouthwashes, pastilles, lozenges, 
capsules, pessaries, ointments, or suppositories 
containing less than 2-5 per cent. of phenols ; 

smelling bottles ; 

soaps for washing ; 

solid substances containing less than sixty per 
cent. of phenols ; 

tertiary butyl-cresol ; 

thymol 


Substances other than preparations for the dyeing 
of hair 
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APPENDIX I—cont. 





Exempted in 
Poisons List. (see also Note at end). 











PART II—cont. 


Potassium hydroxide Substances containing less than twelve per cent. 
of potassium hydroxide; accumulators ; 
batteries 

Sodium hydroxide Substances containing less than twelve per cent. 
of sodium hydroxide 

Sulphuric acid Substances containing less than nine per cent. 


weight in weight, of sulphuric acid (H,SQO,) ; 
accumulators ; batteries; fire extinguishers 
Zinc phosphide (in preparations for the 
destruction of rats and mice) 





Note.—In addition to the articles described in the second column above, the following 
articles are exempted from the provisions of the Pharmacy and Poisons Act, 1933, and of 
the Poisons Rules, 1935 :— 


GENERAL EXEMPTIONS. 


Adhesives ; anti-fouling compositions ; builders’ materials ; ceramics ; distempers ; 
electrical valves; enamels; explosives; fillers; fireworks; glazes; glue; lacquer 
solvents ; loading materials ; marking inks; matches; motor fuels and lubricants ; 
paints other than pharmaceutical paints ; photographic paper; pigments; plastics ; 
polishes; printers’ inks; propellants; rubber; varnishes. : 
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APPENDIX II 


CERTIFICATE FOR USE WHEN PURCHASER IS NOT KNOWN 
TO THE SELLER. 


(See paragraph 18.) 


For the purposes of subsection (2) (a) (i) of section 18 of the Pharmacy and 
Poisons Act, -1933, I, the undersigned, a householder occupying (a) 


Be TE OE ee hereby. icermiy from my knowledge... of afb). ...0cdis Hess dactisssinn pe 
OB NO). 0s hla tusen vaaetaee ae that.he? is a: person: tO. weona gla) e058. cee... . ME 
may properly be supplied. 

Be further Gertiyisciar Wa) food. soc cones oeneen eta siete s« is the signature of the 


BAG MOY. ok some oagsek Lave wasnt Acne seu cals 


ee eee eee eee eee esee ees ese eee eese eee eee eeeeeEeeereeeseeoae 


Signature of householder giving 
certificate. 


a) Insert full postal address. 


( 
(6) Insert full name of intending purchaser. 
(c) Insert name of poison. 

( 


d) Intending purchaser to sign his name here. 


Endorsement vequived by Rule 31 of the Poisons Rules to be made by a police officer 
in charge of a police station, when, but only when, the householder giving the certificate 
is not known to the seller of the powson to be a responsible person of good character. 


I hereby certify that in so far as is known to the police of the ‘district in 


ITT aah AMAR YS IE TRU ME NGS TUN Re resides he is a responsible person of 
good character. . 


Office Stamp of 
Police Station. 


* Insert full name of householder giving the certificate. 
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